St Joseph’s College —A Level Drama and Theatre

Drama and Theatre

A Level Drama and Theatre studies provides students with the opportunity to develop their
interest and enjoyment in drama and theatre, both as participants and as informed
members of an audience. The course aims to foster students’ enthusiasm for and critical
appreciation of the subject.

This course also aims to develop students’ understanding and appreciation of the
significance of social, cultural and historic influences on the development of drama and
theatre. Thus, the subject links in very well with English Literature and History.

This subject is not an easy option as it demands a high degree of analysis. Much of the
course is taught through practical workshops but there are some theory sessions. Students
keep very detailed ‘Learning Logs’ where they are encouraged to reflect on and evaluate

their learning so that they become confident and independent interpreters of drama and
theatre.

The course involves a big time commitment as there is practical coursework requiring
rehearsals outside of lessons. Additionally theatre visits will often be organised during
evenings and weekends.

How is A Level Drama and Theatre assessed?

60% of the A-level will be

assessed through non-exam
assessment, 40% through a
written exam.
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Component 1: Drama and Theatre

What'’s assessed?

e Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre

e Study of two set plays

e Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers

How is it assessed?

e Written exam: 3 hours (Open book)

* 40% of A-level

Questions

e Section A: one question (from a choice) on one of the set plays.

e Section B: one two part question on a given extract from one of the set plays.
e Section C: one question on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production.

Component 2: Creating Original Drama (Practical)

What'’s assessed?

* Process of creating devised drama.

e Performance of devised drama (students may contribute as a performer or director).
Devised piece must be influenced by the work and methodologies of one theatre
practitioner.

How is it assessed?

e Working notebook

e Devised performance

* 30% of A-level

This component is marked internally by Miss Price and moderated by AQA.

Component 3: Making Theatre (Practical)

What'’s assessed?

e Practical exploration and interpretation of Extract 1, 2 and 3, each taken from a published
play. The methodology of a theatre practitioner must be applied to Extract 3.

Extract 3 is to be performed as a final assessed piece (students may contribute as performer
or director).

» Reflective report analysing and evaluating theatrical interpretation of all three extracts.
How is it assessed?

e Performance of Extract 3 and a reflective report

* 30% of A-level

This component is marked by AQA external examiner.
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Set plays

Students will study and explore practically two set plays:
The following play has been selected to represent significant drama through the ages.
e Bertolt Brecht The Caucasian Chalk Circle

The following play represents 20th and 21st century drama:
e Steven Berkoff Metamorphosis

Theatre Trips

Theatre Trips will be organised throughout the year to support the students’ study of
Section C of the Written Exam wherein they analyse Live Theatre. Attendance to at least
one of the theatre trips organised is compulsory in order to fulfil the demands of the

written exam component. Approximate cost: £30 per trip. The cost of trips to local theatres
may be less due to no travel expenses.




