St Joseph’s College
OFSTED INSPECTION FEEDBACK

Whilst there was no separate grading for the Sixth Form in our February 2014 Ofsted inspection, the following quotes were taken directly from the Ofsted inspection report:
"The key aims of the school are not just academic ones. St Joseph’s aims for its students to become responsible, compassionate, tolerant, courageous, non-judgemental citizens concerned about social justice, living their lives with integrity".
"The Sixth Form is outstanding. Students leave the sixth form ready to make a contribution to the world around them."
“Achievement in the sixth form is strong… Overall a higher proportion of students achieves A* to E grades than is found nationally and a higher proportion attain A*, A and B grades both at A2 and AS level. Students achieve exceptionally well in applied A-level subjects. Retention rates are very high”. 

“Teaching in the sixth form is outstanding. This was confirmed in discussion with students and from direct observations. Nearly all go on to the university or a vocational course of their choice”. 

“Sixth-form students take on many roles and responsibilities such as anti-bullying ambassadors and leadership of the School and ECO councils. Recently two Year 13 students spent half a term at the United Nations in Geneva as Edmund Rice human rights ambassadors. Sixth formers say that for them the school is ‘full of opportunities’. The opportunities for students’ personal development at St Joseph’s are exceptional”. 

“The curriculum is mainly an academic one, which suits the vast majority of students who want to progress to study in the sixth form and, later, to higher education. All students, including the most-able, are given every encouragement to develop their interests and broaden their horizons”.


In April 2014 the Arch Diocese of Birmingham also conducted an inspection on the Catholic life and RE across the school:

“Catholic life is clearly the very heartbeat of the college. Its paramount concern is with performance in relation to its aims as a Christian community in the Catholic tradition and as a Christian Brothers’ Foundation. The core values have been developed into a concise document to which all involved in the college, including governors, parents and pupils have
contributed”.

“Many activities provided by the college are regarded by pupils as life-changing, for example the annual visit and the contribution to community work in Sierra Leone which enables pupils to see their own opportunities in a global perspective and to develop a sense of service in their chosen careers. The college therefore maintains the high profile of this venture, along with other events, such as the ‘Encounter’ retreat, organised by and for pupils in the Sixth Form. The Sixth Form community work reaches out to many local institutions, such as hospitals and the hospice. Being at the forefront of education development the college supports other schools and many education projects, including teacher training in Africa as part of the visit to Sierra Leone”.
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