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The sixth form provides an outstanding quality of education. Standards are well above average and achievement in the sixth form is outstanding. Pass rates, including high grades, have continued to improve to well above the national average. As in the main school, students make outstanding progress in their studies as a result of the expert teaching they receive. Retention rate on courses is exceptionally high at 97%, as is attendance. Although the sixth form curriculum is predominantly academic, where the majority of students follow A-level courses, there are some vocational elements, for example in the provision of applied A levels and the recently introduced Certificate of Personal Effectiveness. The curriculum offers a broad education and a wide range of choices. Students appreciate the extensive extra-curricular activities, including the highly successful school sports teams and the variety of clubs, musical activities and trips abroad.

Support and guidance for students in the sixth form are outstanding, with all students benefiting from rigorous and effective advice and guidance on their studies, their careers and higher education choices. The school made an impressive start to the year by completing the new sixth form building in an incredibly short period of time. Students now work in a more appropriate learning and social environment, in which they can thrive. Sixth form students are articulate, sociable and have a positive attitude to their studies. They are excellent role models for the younger members of the school and are developing as socially aware and responsible citizens. They show respect for each other and have developed a real sense of personal, social and moral awareness of their responsibilities in the school and the wider community. This has been evidenced by their innovative leadership of the 'Encounter' programme, their assistance with the Sierra Leone project and the support many provide for students in the lower school. The highly effective leadership and management of the sixth form have ensured that the qualities identified at the last inspection that make the sixth form so effective have been maintained and built upon. Where there are areas for development, for example in bringing some subject areas up to the level of the very best, these have been clearly identified. 

(The full inspection report is available at http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/oxedu_reports/display/(id)/103895)
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