________________________________________________
[image: Q:\College Logos\RTSA LOGOS\JPG\RTSA_AH_L.jpg]ROMERO TEACHING SCHOOL ALLIANCE
PEER REVIEW

School:    St Joseph’s College            Focus:   Sixth Form          Date(s):   17 - 18 January 2018
     
Method: 

The peer review was carried out over the course of two days. Learning walks were conducted by 2 colleagues from All Hallows Catholic College as part of the work of the Romero Teaching School Alliance, accompanied by SLT members from St Joseph’s.
In total twenty-eight lessons were visited covering a wide range of subjects. 
Discussions were held with an Assistant Head, Head of Sixth Form, Y12 and Y13 Pastoral Leaders, Sixth Form Mentors and the Inclusion Team. 
The reviewers also met with a group of Sixth Form students.
A work scrutiny was conducted with a light touch scrutiny of books also taking place during lesson observations. Documentation for improvement planning and self-evaluation were also considered.

Celebrations:
· The investment the College has made in the personnel to support Post 16 students, enables a holistic approach to student care which fully meets student’s pastoral needs.

· Students benefit from exceptional pastoral care and learning support that helps them achieve their aspirations.

· There is a culture of high expectation in the Sixth Form with a strong work ethic.  The College sets clear boundaries for its students ensuring they develop very good work habits. There are highly effective strategies in place to support students who are fall behind or are not managing their studies effectively.  The tutor programme is designed to help students become more resilient and manage their stress levels.

· Students from different cultural, ethnic, religious and academic backgrounds work very well together within a culture of mutual respect.  There is a palpable sense of community.  

· The College provides a wide range of extra-curricular opportunities to help students develop their skills, particularly impressive were the opportunities for developing oracy and leadership. 

· The teacher/student relationships are very strong. Students feel very supported by their teachers and the Sixth Form Pastoral and Leadership team.  Students made frequent reference to how their teachers were prepared to ‘go the extra mile’ with them.

· The transition programme for both internal and external students is very effective.  External students spoke highly of how they were supported through Taster Days, and a residential experience to make an informed choice about their studies.

· In the best lessons we saw academic rigour and challenge with opportunities to consolidate learning and to learn from their peers.

· Improvement in the Sixth Form learning facilities on the main site has improved both their learning environment and allows their presence to be felt as part of the whole college.  Their behaviour and confidence make them excellent role models for lower school students.
Conclusion
St Joseph’s College provides excellent care and learning opportunities for its Sixth Form and students attending it are indeed blessed.
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