St Joseph’s College –Drama and Theatre Studies 

Subject Leader – Miss S. Price


Drama and Theatre Studies Department

· KS4 GCSE Drama (AQA)

· KS5 A Level Drama and Theatre Studies (AQA)
KS4 GCSE Drama Course Outline (AQA):

Students taking GCSE Drama can expect a course which is varied, stimulating and challenging. GCSE Drama is an academic qualification that encourages students to develop critical and analytical thinking skills and become effective and independent learners. With the focus on collaborating creatively as part of a team and communicating effectively, GCSE Drama helps to develop students’ self-confidence, preparing students with a toolkit of transferable skills, applicable both in further studies and in the workplace.

GCSE Drama will help students to develop:

· Knowledge and understanding of theatre.

· Knowledge of the social, cultural and historical context in which performance texts studied are set.
· Performance skills and theatre techniques – interpretation, improvisation, voice, physicality, stage relationships with others.

· Collaboration and communication skills.

· Literacy skills.

· Enquiring and reflective minds.

GCSE Drama is extremely rewarding. It provides the opportunity for students to develop skills that will support them across the curriculum. GCSE drama supports the development of students’ literacy skills. Universities and employers look favourably upon students who can demonstrate a wide range of skills, and Drama can contribute much towards creating a ‘well-rounded individual’, for those who are prepared to work hard at it. It does, however, demand a sensitive and considered approach as the success of group work depends upon the commitment of every student.

Written exam (40%) - 1 hour and 45 minutes:

What is assessed?
Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre.

Study of one set play.

Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers.

Practical Coursework (60%):

Component 1 ‘Devising Drama’: 

Process of creating and performing a devised Drama. 

Analysis and evaluation of own work (Devising Log).

Component 2 ‘Texts in Practice’:

Performance of two extracts from a published play.
	


KS5 A Level Drama and Theatre Studies Course Outline (AQA):

A Level Theatre studies provides students with the opportunity to develop their interest and enjoyment in drama and theatre, both as participants and as informed members of an audience. The course aims to foster students’ enthusiasm for and critical appreciation of the subject.
This course also aims to develop students’ understanding and appreciation of the significance of social, cultural and historic influences on the development of drama and theatre. Thus, the subject links in very well with English Literature and History.

This subject is not an easy option as it demands a high degree of analysis. Much of the course is taught through practical workshops but there are some theory sessions. Students keep very detailed ‘Learning Logs’ where they are encouraged to reflect on and evaluate their learning so that they become confident and independent interpreters of drama and theatre.

The course involves commitment as there is practical coursework requiring rehearsals outside of lessons. Additionally theatre visits will often be organised during evenings.

How is A Level Theatre Studies assessed?

[image: image1.png](T

How the new AS and A-level
assessment will work

Al assessment is linear, with 60% of the A-level will be

exams taking place at the end assessed through non-exam

of the course. assessment, 40% through a

AS content will be co- written exam.

teachable with the first year of We've maximised the extent

the A-level content. 1o which your students’
contribution to performance
is assessed, within the Ofqual
requirements.

I
,I

2/~ " "=




Set plays:
Students will study and explore practically two set plays.

Y12: Significant drama through the ages:

William Shakespeare Much Ado About Nothing
Y13: 20th and 21st century drama:
Pl B set play

Tennessee Williams The Glass Menagerie 
Component 1: Drama and Theatre 

 Drama and theatre

What’s assessed?

• Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre

• Study of two set plays (William Shakespeare Much Ado About Nothing and Pl B set play

Tennessee Williams The Glass Menagerie)
• Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers

How is it assessed?

• Written exam: 3 hours (Open book)

·  40% of A Level

Questions

• Section A: one question (from a choice) on ‘Much Ado About Nothing’.

• Section B: one two part question on a given extract from ‘The Glass Menagerie’.

• Section C: one question on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production.
Component 2: Creating original drama (Practical) 

What’s assessed?

• Process of creating devised drama.

• Performance of devised drama (students may contribute as a performer or director).

Devised piece must be influenced by the work and methodologies of one theatre practitioner.

How is it assessed?

• Working notebook 

• Devised performance 

·  30% of A Level

This component is marked internally by Miss Price and moderated by AQA.
)
Component 3: Process and Performance (Practical) 
Process and performance (practical)

What’s assessed?

• Practical exploration and interpretation of three extracts, each taken from a published play. The methodology of a theatre practitioner must be applied to Extract 3.

Extract 3 is to be performed as a final assessed piece (students may contribute as performer or director).

• Reflective report analysing and evaluating theatrical interpretation of all three extracts.

How is it assessed?

• Performance of Extract 3 and a reflective report 

· 30% of A Level

This component is marked by AQA external examiner.
