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Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 
  
As we reach the end of a very busy and exciting half-term I want to commend your children on 
the amazing things that they have achieved in recent weeks.  Here are just a few of the wonderful 
things they have done: 
  
At the end of September, we formally celebrated the 90th anniversary of the founding of  
St Joseph’s College.  We had a Mass celebrated by Archbishop Bernard Longley, a very special 
occasion.  I later received a letter from the Archbishop praising the reverence and conduct of the 
students and I was immensely proud of them all.  
  
Later the same week we held our famous Sponsored Walk – despite the heavy rain which started 
after we had set off.  The students were magnificent and did themselves proud in terms of their 
behaviour, their enthusiasm and their resilience.  Please make sure that they bring in their sponsor 
money as soon as they can next half-term so that we can begin planning how to support our 
chosen projects in Sierra Leone and India. 
  
Last week we saw the Y7s embark on a whole day reflecting on what it means to be inspired by 
the charism of Blessed Edmund Rice.  This culminated in the Y7 welcome family Mass which was a 
fabulous celebration of their talents and their creativity.  
  
We welcomed our new librarian, Ms Brindley, to the St Joseph’s College family.  The library team 
gave her a very warm reception and she is already feeling very much at home.  
  
And just yesterday we raised £1,400 for the Dougie Mac with our annual coffee morning.  Thank 
you so much to the hundreds of parents who sent in cakes and also to those who came along to 
share coffee and cake with us.  Whilst it was a fun event, the students also understood that it is 
for a very important cause and they took the opportunity to remember and celebrate the lives of 
loved ones whom they have lost.  
  



  

 
 
And on top of all these activities the students have been working incredibly hard in class and 
producing outstanding outcomes.  Yesterday we had confirmation of our 2022 “Progress 8” figure 
which measures the progress our KS4 students made against similar ability students across the 
country.  This is a more important measure than the raw results because it takes into account the 
fact that our students are high-achieving to begin with.  Once again, our students’ progress was 
fantastic, +0.58, putting St Joseph’s in the top 10% of schools nationally.  See the graphic below 
for reference. 
  

 
 
We are awaiting an Ofsted inspection this academic year and we’re very excited to show off the 
amazing things that your children are learning and achieving every day.  One important dimension 
of the inspection will be to capture the views of parents and if you would like to complete the 
Ofsted parent view survey you can register to do so here https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
  
In the meantime, I wish you a happy half term week and to thank you for your continued support 
of St Joseph’s College.  We are extremely lucky with the support shown by our parents and the 
wider community. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
  
 

Ms M Roberts  
Headteacher  

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

