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‘Discover your truth through the beauty of words.’ 
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A Level English Language and Literature: Course Outline 

 

 

• You will be studying a range of literary (i.e. prose fiction, drama and poetry) and non-
literary (i.e. non-fiction, advertising and transcript) texts. You will be studying a  

range of texts from different periods: some texts from the 19th century and modern literary 
and non-literary texts. 

 

• There will be six units split into two examinations and one Non Examined 
Assessment (coursework).  

• Your A Level examinations will take place at the end of your second year of study. 
 

 

 

Paper 1: Telling Stories 

 

Aims: 

• Close reading of a text from the AQA Anthology: Paris; analysing representation of 
place in non-literary texts 

 

• Close reading of an unseen extract from class set text; analysing point of view and 
genre in literary texts 

 

• Close reading of a text from the AQA Anthology: Poetic Voices, analysing forms and 
functions of poetic voice 

Assessment: examination 3hr worth 40% of A Level marks 

 

 

 

Paper 2: Exploring Conflict 

 

Aims: 

 

• Re-creative writing using class set text  

• Critical commentary, evaluating your own writing 

• Close reading from an unseen extract of a drama set text, analysing conflict in drama 

Assessment: examination 2hr 30m worth 40% of A Level marks 
 

 

 

Non-Examined Assessment 
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This is what you should expect of each A Level paper: 
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Curriculum Overview 

This is what the course will look like over two years. Topic coverage in Yr12 is Paper 1, Telling Stories, whilst students study Paper 2, Exploring Conflict in 
Yr13. The NEA begins at the end of Yr12. Teaching in Yr13 will incorporate revision of the Yr12 texts, interleaving knowledge as best practice. 
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Half Term 1  Half Term 2  Half Term 3  Half Term 4  Half Term 5  Half Term 6  
Paper 1 Telling 
Stories: 
Remembered 
Places - Paris 
Anthology 

Paper 1 Telling 
Stories: 
Remembered Places 
- Paris Anthology 

Paper 1 Telling 
Stories: 
Remembered 
Places - Paris 
Anthology 
 

NEA preparation: 
non-literary material 
 
Paper 1 Telling 
Stories: Remembered 
Places - Paris 
Anthology 
 

NEA preparation: 
non-literary 
material 
 
NEA 1-2-1 tutorials 

Paper 2 Exploring 
Conflict: Writing about 
Society- The Great 
Gatsby  

Assessments  
Compare and contrast how the writers of 
these texts express their ideas about people 
living in or visiting Paris. 
 
2 AO summary sheets per half term 

Assessments  
Compare and contrast how the writers of these 
texts express their ideas about people living in 
or visiting Paris. 
 
2 AO summary sheets per half term 

Assessments 
First draft of NEA to be written by end of 
academic year. 
 
2 AO summary sheets per half term 

 Half Term 1  Half Term 2 Half Term 3  Half Term 4 Half Term 5  Half Term 6 
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ac
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Paper 2 Telling 
Stories: Imagined 
Worlds (Dystopian 
Fiction) – The 
Handmaid’s Tale 

Paper 2 Telling 
Stories: Imagined 
Worlds (Dystopian 
Fiction) – The 
Handmaid’s Tale 

Paper 1 Telling 
Stories: Poetic 
Voices – Seamus 
Heaney 

Paper 1 Telling 
Stories: Poetic Voices 
– Seamus Heaney 
 
NEA preparation: 
literary material 
 

NEA preparation: 
non-literary 
material 
 
NEA 1-2-1 tutorials 

Paper 2 Exploring 
Conflict: Dramatic 
Encounters - Othello 

Assessments  
Quiz on plot knowledge 
AO summary sheets: at least 2 per half term 
Essay questions: How does Atwood present 
the significance of….. (Serena / Moira / 
setting / Aunts) 
 

Assessments  
How does Heaney present attitudes towards 
the past? 
 
2 AO summary sheets 
 
Quiz / retrieval on phonological and poetic 
devices 

Assessments  
First draft of NEA to be written by end of 
academic year. 
 
2 AO summary sheets per half term 
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Half Term 1  Half Term 2  Half Term 3  Half Term 4  Half Term 5  Half Term 6  
NEA final draft 1-
2-1 Tutorials  
 
Paper 2 Exploring 
Conflict: Writing 
about Society- The 
Great Gatsby 
 
Revision: Paris 
Anthology 

Paper 2 Exploring 
Conflict: Writing 
about Society- The 
Great Gatsby 
 
Revision: Paris 
Anthology 

Paper 2 Exploring 
Conflict: Writing 
about Society- The 
Great Gatsby 
 
Revision: Paris 
Anthology  

Revision: Paris 
Anthology and The 
Great Gatsby 
 
Mode and form 
revision / focus on 
stylistic patterns and 
frameworks 
 

Mode and form 
revision / focus on 
stylistic patterns 
and frameworks 
 
Essay practice 
 

N/A 

Assessments  
Compare and contrast how the writers of 
these texts express their ideas about people 
living in or visiting Paris. 
 
Recast the base text from the perspective of 
Miss Baker, Daisy’s friend, who is also 
visiting the Buchanans 
 
2 AO summary sheets per half term 
 

Assessments  
NEA final draft submitted 
 
Write a commentary explaining the decisions 
you have made in transforming the base text 
for this new account and the effects of 
reshaping the original description. 
 
2 AO summary sheets per half term 

Assessments 
Range of essays on Paris Anthology and The 
Great Gatsby 

 Half Term 1  Half Term 2 Half Term 3  Half Term 4 Half Term 5  Half Term 6 

Te
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NEA final draft 1-
2-1 tutorials 
 
Paper 2 Exploring 
Conflict: Dramatic 
Encounters - 
Othello 

Paper 2 Exploring 
Conflict: Dramatic 
Encounters - 
Othello 

Paper 2 Exploring 
Conflict: Dramatic 
Encounters - 
Othello 

Revision: Paper 1 
Telling Stories: The 
Handmaid’s Tale / 
Poetic Voices – 
Seamus Heaney 
 
NEA preparation: 
literary material 
 

Mode and form 
revision / focus on 
stylistic patterns 
and frameworks 
 
Essay practice 
 

N/A 

Assessments  
Quiz on plot knowledge 
AO summary sheets: at least 2 per half term 
Essay questions: How and why does 
Shakespeare present the relationship 
between Desdemona?  
 

Assessments  
Essay questions: How and why does 
Shakespeare present strong emotions?  
2 AO summary sheets 
 
Quiz / retrieval on poetic devices and dramatic 
context 

Assessments  
Range of essay tasks on Othello, Heaney and The 
Handmaid’s Tale 
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Curriculum Aims and Objectives 

Aims 
 

Courses based on this specification must encourage students to develop their 
interest in and enjoyment of English as they: 

• develop and apply their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation 
• develop and apply their understanding of the concepts and methods 

appropriate for the analysis and study of language 
• use linguistic and literary approaches in their reading and interpretation 

of texts, showing how the two disciplines can relate to each other 
• engage creatively and critically with a wide range of texts 
• explore the ways in which texts relate to each other and the contexts in 

which they are produced and received 
• develop their skills as producers and interpreters of language 
• develop their interest in and enjoyment of English as they undertake 

independent and sustained studies to develop their skills as producers 
and interpreters of language. 

Assessment objectives 

Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all A-
level English Language and Literature specifications and all exam boards. 

The exams and non-exam assessment will measure to what extent students 
have achieved the following assessment objectives. 

• AO1: Apply concepts and methods from integrated linguistic and literary 
study as appropriate, using associated terminology and coherent written 
expression 

• AO2: Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in texts 
• AO3: Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of 

the contexts in which texts are produced and received 
• AO4: Explore connections across texts, informed by linguistic and literary 

concepts and methods 
• AO5: Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English to 

communicate in different ways. 
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A Level English language and Literature: Where assessment objectives are found… 
 AO1 Concepts 

and 
Terminology 

AO2 How 
meanings are 
shaped 

AO3 Significance 
and influence of 
contexts 

AO4 Exploring 
connections 

AO5 Creativity, 
originality, 
adaptation, 
style 

Paper 1 
 
7701 
Telling Stories 

Section A: 
Remembered 
Places 
(Paris 
Anthology) 
Closed book 
examination 
 
 
Section B: 
Imagined 
Worlds (The 
Handmaid’s 
Tale)  
Open book 
examination – 
extract and 
throughout text 
analysis 
 
 
Section C 
Poetic Voices 
(Seamus 
Heaney) 
Open book 
analysis of two 
poems – one 
named 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section B: 
Imagined 
Worlds (The 
Handmaid’s 
Tale)  
Open book 
examination – 
extract and 
throughout text 
analysis 
 
 
Section C 
Poetic Voices 
(Seamus 
Heaney) 
Open book 
analysis of two 
poems – one 
named 
 
 

Section A: 
Remembered 
Places 
(Paris 
Anthology) 
Closed book 
examination 
 
 
Section B: 
Imagined 
Worlds (The 
Handmaid’s 
Tale)  
Open book 
examination – 
extract and 
throughout text 
analysis 

Section A: 
Remembered 
Places 
(Paris 
Anthology) 
Closed book 
examination 
 
 
 

 

7702/2 
Exploring 
Conflict 

Section B 
Dramatic 
encounters 
(Othello) 
Open book 
extract analysis 

Section A.2 
Writing about 
society 
(The Great 
Gatsby) 
Commentary on 
re-creative 
writing 
 
Section B 
Dramatic 
encounters 
(Othello) 
Open book 
extract analysis 
 

Section B 
Dramatic 
encounters 
(Othello) 
Open book 
extract analysis 

Section A.2 
Writing about 
society 
(The Great 
Gatsby) 
Commentary on 
re-creative 
writing 
 

Section A.1 
Writing about 
society 
(The Great 
Gatsby) Open 
book extract on 
re-creative 
writing 
 
Section A.2 
Writing about 
society 
(The Great 
Gatsby) 
Commentary on 
re-creative 
writing 
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A Level Language and Literature  

Assessment Objective Summary Sheet  

The Handmaid’s Tale 

Chapter 1 

What is the significance of Atwood’s presentation of setting? 

AO1: Sophisticated Ideas / Quotation (s) / Linguistic and Literary features – i.e. terminology!! 
Use your glossary. 
 
Express your main idea; back it up with a quotation and list the terms you could explore in your 
quotation. Then try to select another quotation and do the same, drawing a link between 
linguistic / literary patterns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AO2: How are meanings shaped? (Analyse how narrative techniques create meaning, i.e. take 
some of the features you have identified and explore what meanings are created. Closely 
analyse details.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AO3: How does context influence the various possible interpretations of the text? Context 
means both historical and the dystopian genre? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You will fill in one of these every two weeks 
to help you to keep track of your 
understanding and appreciation of literary 
and linguistic features in the texts you study. 
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Key stylistics to explore in spoken and written texts: 

Lexis and Grammar 

 

 

 

 

Phonetics and Phonology:  
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 AQA English Language and Literature Glossary - essential terms are in bold. 

Abstract (Labov's Narrative Structure) - Summary of story - "I'm going to tell you about". 

Abstract Noun - The name of a concept, emotion, abstract idea or belief and they cannot be detected by the 5 
senses. Eg communism, love, fear and peace. 

Accent - A distinctive way of pronouncing language and is influenced by the country you are from eg American 
accent. 

Active Voice - Grammatical constructs where the subject of the sentence acts as the agent of change. The subject 
is the noun in the sentence that does the action of the verb. For example, "The dog devoured the bone". 

Adjacency Pair - 2 utterances linked in an obvious or clear way, always said by different speakers eg: 
question/answer, greeting/returned greeting and apology/acceptance. Adjacency pairs are necessary to the 
successful flow of a conversation. 

Adjectival Phrase - An adjectival phrase is a phrase that tells us something about the noun it is modifying. The 
main word in an adjectival phrase will be an adjective. Examples include, The nearby motel offers cheap but 
comfortable rooms. These are unbelievably expensive shoes. Sarah was fairly bored with you. 

Adverb - Adverbs are used to modify a verb. There are 7 types which include time - when something is done 
such as "Yesterday", manner - how something is done such as "Slowly", place - where or in which direction 
something is done such as "Outside", comment - adding opinion to a phrase or clause such as "Personally", 
linking - used as connectives such as "Additionally", frequency - how often something is done such as 
"Everyday" and degree - with what intensity/how much something is done such as "Extremely". 

Adverbial Phrase - A phrase that acts as an adverb and contains an adverbial clause which include time, 
manner, place, degree, condition, concession, reason and cause. Eg Time: A crow attacked your cat while I was 
waiting for the bus. Every time he cracked a joke, the punters roared with laughter. Eg Place: It is colder and 
wetter in the north of Germany. Put the sign where the students can read it. Eg Manner: That dog is walking 
around like he owns the place. She is acting as if she has stolen something. Eg Condition: If I have the time, I 
will show you the cellar after the shift. I will come with you provided my suit is back from the dry cleaners. Eg 
Concession: Although only four years old, Oliver can do long multiplication. I will cover for you although I may 
lose my job. Eg Reason: We were forced to abandon the match because the skies opened up. Since it is your 
birthday, you can sit in the front. Eg Cause: We were forced to abandon the match because the skies opened 
up. Eg Degree: You are taller than I. 

Agent Noun - They are nouns that refer to someone or something that executes the actions of the verb such as 
singer, worker and dancer. 

Alliteration - The repetition of consonant sounds such as "A peck of pickled peppers". Sibilance is the 
repetition of the S sound and uvulal alliteration is the repetition of the L sound. Plosive alliteration is the 
repetition of the B, P, T, D sounds. Fricative alliteration is the repetition of the F and TH sounds. 

Antithesis - When words that mean the opposite such as black and white, hot and cold, happy and sad are used 
in close proximity. These words are described as antonyms. 

Assonance - The repetition of vowel sounds such as "How now brown cow" and "Elephants enter Ethiopia". 

Asyndetic Listing - A list that is connected by commas instead of coordinating conjunctions such as I pray, eat, 
cry nightly. 

Attributive Adjective - Adjectives that premodify a noun/come before the noun such as The blue ball 

Backchannel - Feedback offered by one or more listener to main speaker, taking form of minimal responses and 
non-verbal communication such as nods and laughter. 

Blending - A word formed by combining the sounds, syllables and morphemes from existing words to form a new 
word. Eg "chilled" and "relax" become "chillax". 

Clipping - The shortening of a word to leave a single part such as uni, TV and phone. 
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 Backchannel - Feedback offered by one or more listener to main speaker, taking form of minimal responses and 
non-verbal communication such as nods and laughter. 

Blending - A word formed by combining the sounds, syllables and morphemes from existing words to form a new 
word. Eg "chilled" and "relax" become "chillax". 

Clipping - The shortening of a word to leave a single part such as uni, TV and phone. 

Closed Question - A question with few possible answers, or with narrow field for response (eg "Did you like the 
film?" rather than the more open "Can you tell me about the film?"). 

Co-ordinate Clause - They are pairs of clauses linked by a co-ordinating conjunction, such as 'but' or 'and'. The 
conjunction joins part of the sentence which have equal status: neither is more important than the other. For 
example, "She was clever but he wouldn’t acknowledge it". 

Co-ordinating Conjunction - Connects main clauses to form a compound sentence. Examples include, for, and, 
nor, but, or, yet, so. Remember them as FANBOYS. 

Coda (Labov's Narrative Structure) - Signals the end - "Fell in love with the nurse and they lived happily ever 
after". 

Collective Noun - The name for a number of things as one unit such as a bunch of crooks, a class of students and 
a galaxy of stars. 

Colloquialism - Words/phrases common in spoken but not written Standard English eg ain't. 

Common Noun - The name of an object, creature, idea or person such as cats, soldiers and chairs. 

Comparative Adjective - An adjective that shows a contrast or compares something to something else and end in 
-er or start with -more. Eg worse, bigger, larger and more colourful. 

Complex Sentence (Sentence Type) - Complex sentences have a relationship of dependency and do not make 
sense on their own, provide reasons why, indicate time and show conditions etc. 

Eg. Although James was a bit of a bore, he helped me with my essays. 

I ate the oysters, even though Millie wouldn't.  

As Shelley wasn't listening, Betty went home. 

Since it is late, I had better go home. 

Compound Sentence (Sentence Type) - Compound sentences are two main clauses placed together with a 
coordinating conjunction such as and, but, or. Each clause has equal value. They contrast (but), give exceptions 
(or) and simple chaining (and), they give a sense of balance.  

Eg I walked home but Nick got a taxi. 

Should she listen to him or walk away?  

I listened to everything you had to say and I still don't believe you. 

Compound-Complex Sentence (Sentence Type) - Compound-complex sentences have mega multi-clause 
constructions that both coordinate (use 'and' 'but' 'or') and subordinate (use subordinating conjunctions).  

Eg Kate wasn't convinced and neither was Natasha so Mike gave up trying to persuade them.  

Compounding - Joining two or more words together to create a new one for example, snowman, lifetime, 
toothpaste. 

Concrete Noun - Things that can be detected with the 5 senses such as animals, furniture, water and clothes. 
The names of physical, tangible objects. 

Conjunction - A function word that connects clauses or sentences or to coordinate words in the same clause. 



13 
 

 Concrete Noun - Things that can be detected with the 5 senses such as animals, furniture, water and clothes. 
The names of physical, tangible objects. 

Conjunction - A function word that connects clauses or sentences or to coordinate words in the same clause. 

Contraction/Contracted Form - 2 words reduced into 1 using an apostrophe eg can't, wouldn't. 

Convergence (Speech Style) - When a person's speech style becomes more like those of the people being 
spoken to. Upwards convergence is where you make your speech more formal and downwards convergence is 
where you make your speech less formal, often depending on the audience. In Shakespeare, you could argue 
that when an upper-class character who would normally speak in verse speaks instead in prose, they are 
converging downwards. 

Count Noun - A noun that can form a plural and, in the singular, can be used with the indefinite article (e.g. 
books, a book). 

Declarative (Sentence Function) - A sentence that functions by providing information eg "Coronary heart 
disease is the most common cause of death in the United Kingdom". 

Definite Article - The determiner, 'the'. 

Demonstrative Pronoun - A pronoun used to demonstrate differences/differentiate between possibilities such 
as this, that, these, those and which. 

Dialect - A specific form of language that is central to a specific region of a country. For example, people from 
Yorkshire say the word, "nowt" which means nothing. 

Discourse Marker - Word/phrase indicating change of (or return to) topic eg anyway, well, as I was saying. 

Divergence (Speech Style) - When a person's speech style becomes less like those of the people being spoken 
to. 

Dynamic Verb - Physical actions or processes such as running, skiing, walking and designing. 

Dysphemism - A derogatory or unpleasant term used instead of a pleasant or neutral one. Eg She's bloody 
huge instead of the more polite euphemism she's slightly overweight. 

Elision - Missing out a sound within a word eg intrest, goin', startin', wanna. May or may not be marked with 
an apostrophe. 

Ellipsis - Missing out a word, often a noun or pronoun eg "Better get on with it" (Could be I'd, s/he'd, we'd or 
you'd)/ 

Euphemism - A mild or indirect word or expression substituted for one considered to be too harsh or blunt 
when referring to something unpleasant or embarrassing. Eg passed away instead of died and pregnancy 
termination instead of abortion. 

Evaluation (Labov's Narrative Structure) - Point of interest - "A man threw himself out of the window". 

Exclamative (Sentence Function) - A sentence that functions as an exclamation eg "What an idea!". 

Expressive (Speech Function) - An emotional speech such as an eulogy or a speech given at weddings. This 
speech can be a personal opinion. 

False Start - Changing tack a short way into a sentence. 

Filler - Words with no/little meaning. Speakers often have preferred fillers; they form part of our idiolect. eg 
like, I mean, innit. 

Hedge - "Padding" added to bald statements, often intentionally to soften a request or statement eg kind of, 
probably, could be. 

High Frequency Lexis - Language and words that are used very often such as telly, babe, quid etc. 
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 Hedge - "Padding" added to bald statements, often intentionally to soften a request or statement eg kind of, 
probably, could be. 

High Frequency Lexis - Language and words that are used very often such as telly, babe, quid etc. 

Hyperbole - A figure of speech in which exaggeration is used for emphasis or for effect. Examples include, "I am 
so hungry I could eat a horse" and" She is so dumb, she thinks Taco Bell is a Mexican phone company". 

Idiolect - An individual way of talking, often characterised by dialect terms, favoured fillers, discourse markers 
and any use of language that distinguishes them from the majority. 

Idiom - A word or phrase that is not to be taken literally such as high as a kite and a taste of your own 
medicine. 

Imperative (Sentence Function) - A sentence that functions as a command eg "Buy me a drink". 

Indefinite Article - There are two indefinite articles in English: 'a' and 'an'. They are used before a singular 
noun that has a plural form. 'a' is used before a consonant sound and 'an' is used before a vowel sound. 

Infinitive - The base form of the verb preceded by the preposition 'to' but without linking it to a specific subject. 
For example, "to dance", "to run" and "to think". 

Intensifier - A word particularly an adverb or an adjective that is used to emphasise another word. For example, 
incredibly, very, really, exceptionally and remarkably. 

Interactional (Speech Function) - Social talk eg 2 friends discussing a social gathering or 2 friends gossiping. 

Interrogative (Sentence Function) - A sentence that functions as a question eg "What day is it?". 

Interrogative Pronoun - A pronoun used to ask questions and to substitute for unknown nouns such as which, 
what and why. 

Intertextual Reference/Intertextuality - When an author of a novel, poem or in a film where references are made 
to a previously published work. For example: if Homer Simpson were to do the Thriller dance this would be an 
intertextual reference to Michael Jackson's 1982 Thriller music video. 

Juxtaposition - 2 words or phrases placed in close proximity of one another resulting in a dramatic or punchy 
effect due to their differences. Eg Bernard uses black rocks on the white sand in order to build his sign which 
reads "S.O.S.". 

Low Frequency Lexis - Language and words that are not commonly used such as photosynthesis, ubiquitous 
and preposterous etc. 

Main Clause - A clause that can stand alone and make sense without any additional clauses. For example, "The 
cat sat on the mat". 

Main Verb - The verb in a main clause that is not an auxiliary verb and has major meaning in terms of action such 
as write, buy and travel. 

Mass Noun - A noun denoting something which cannot be counted (e.g. a substance or quality), in English usually 
a noun which lacks a plural in ordinary usage and is not used with the indefinite article, e.g. China, happiness. 

Meiosis/Understatement - A technique used to make something appear less significant than it really is for 
example, "George W. Bush made a few minor errors of judgment as president", "Albert Einstein was smart" and 
"Adolf Hitler was a bad man". 

Metaphor - Comparing one thing to another object by saying the thing that is being compared is that object. 
For example "Arnie is a mountain" and "It's raining cats and dogs". 

Micropause - Usually represented as (.) A very brief pause, acting as punctuation or possibly 
hesitation/thinking time in spontaneous speech. 

Minimal Response - Brief responses such as "yeah", "mmm". Can be part of backchannel support or can show 
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 Micropause - Usually represented as (.) A very brief pause, acting as punctuation or possibly 
hesitation/thinking time in spontaneous speech. 

Minimal Response - Brief responses such as "yeah", "mmm". Can be part of backchannel support or can show 
lack of interest in topic. 

Minor Sentence or Fragment (Sentence Type) - Minor sentences aren't really sentences at all. They are 
elliptical, compressed, common as headlines, common in spontaneous speech and all similarly informal forms, 
like emails, blogs, texts and are common in typically non-standard 'rule breaking' texts like adverts (any form).  
In 'spontaneous' texts they are a common marker of informality, in written texts they may be trying to imitate 
or reflect that informality, or it may be an elliptical form for speed and ease of understanding. Context 
dependent so they make for contempt, need for speed, an eye-catching headline etc. Eg No parking, Yes, 
whatever, Happy now?, Total agreement, Absolutely and Sam didn't. 

Modality/Modal Verb/Modal Auxiliary Verb - Modal verbs can be used to show permission, ability, obligation, 
prohibition, lack of necessity, advice, possibility and probability. Examples include can, may, shall, will, could, 
might, should, must and ought to. Epistemic modality encompasses knowledge or belief in something (‘this 
will happen’, ‘he must have arrived by now’). Deontic modality encompasses what is necessary or possible: 
(‘you should not leave that there’, ‘you can come in now’) 

Modifier - A modifier is a word, phrase, or clause which functions as an adjective or an adverb to describe a 
word or make its meaning more specific. For example, Lee accidentally caught a small whelk. Another 
example, Lee caught a small mackerel. 

Narrative (Labov's Narrative Structure) - Story telling 

Neologism - A newly coined word or a newly made up word. For example, in Faith Healing Philip Larkin uses 
the neologism, "Blort". 

Nominalisation - The process by which a verb or an adjective is utilised as or converted to a noun. Eg the verb 
"walked" can become the noun, "the walk". 

Non-Standard Grammar - Preferred term (not incorrect, bad or poor grammar). Common in speech even of the 
educated. 

Non-Verbal Filler - Filler which is not technically a word eg umm, erm. 

Noun Phrase - A phrase with a noun as its main word. For example, I like singing in the bath. Another example, 
He enjoys walking to school. 

Onomatopoeia - A word or phrase that sounds like the thing being described such as squirt, splash and drizzle 
sound like water the thing they are describing. 

Open Question - Question with many possible responses; allows speaker choice of topic/direction. 

Orientation (Labov's Narrative Structure) - Context in which the story takes place - "I was on holiday with my 
sister". 

Overlap - Participants speaking at the same time, on same topic. More positive than interruption; usually 
shows enthusiasm or high degree of interaction 

Oxymoron - A figure of speech in which words or phrases that contradict each other are placed together for 
dramatic effect such as bitter sweet and deafening silence. 

Participle - -ed, -en, or -ing, indicating the tense of a verb. Can also be used as modifiers. 

Passive Voice - Grammatical constructs where the subject of the sentence receives the action of the verb. For 
example, "The bone was devoured by the dog". 

Past Participle - A past tense verb form used with an auxiliary verb to express something which has happened, or 
as a modifier when describing a noun such as walked, talked, ran and ate. 

Past Perfect Tense - A verb form used to describe an action which was completed before a particular time. Eg I 



16 
 

 Passive Voice - Grammatical constructs where the subject of the sentence receives the action of the verb. For 
example, "The bone was devoured by the dog". 

Past Participle - A past tense verb form used with an auxiliary verb to express something which has happened, or 
as a modifier when describing a noun such as walked, talked, ran and ate. 

Past Perfect Tense - A verb form used to describe an action which was completed before a particular time. Eg I 
had called police before I investigated the noise in the garden. The weather changed, but the team had planned 
its next move. 

Pathetic Fallacy - Using weather to depict emotions such as a stormy sky representing a depressed mood. 

Personal Pronoun - They can be used in place of a noun such as he, she and they. 

Personification - Giving inanimate objects human characteristics or qualities such as the train bellowed and 
the trees waved. 

Phatic (Speech Function) - Informal talk eg Neighbours discussing the weather 

Phrase - A collection of words which work as a single coherent unit. For example, "A dismal rainy day". 

Possessive Pronoun - A pronoun which shows possession such as my, his, her and your. 

Post-Modification - The placing of modifiers (often adverbs or adjectives) after the noun. 

Postpositive Adjective - Adjectives that occur immediately after a noun such as the Governor General, the 
Princess Royal, the shortest route possible, the worst conditions imaginable and the best hotel available. 

Predicative Adjective - Adjectives that postmodify a noun/come after the noun such as The sky is blue. 

Prefix - A morpheme added at the beginning of a word to form a derivative such as ex-, non-, re-. 

Preposition - A word governing, and usually preceding, a noun or pronoun and expressing a relation to 
another word or element in the clause. Prepositions can show movement and position. Examples include: at, 
in, on, since, for, before, until, from, by, about, through. 

Present Continuous Tense/Progressive Aspect - A verb form used to express an action which is in progress. For 
example, I am studying to become a doctor. I am watching TV. 

Primary Auxiliary Verb - A verb which supports/assists another verb and used in forming the tenses, moods, and 
voices of other verbs. The primary auxiliary verbs in English include: be, do, and have. 

Proper Noun - Names of places, specific people, animals and days of the week such as London, Jordan, Jamaica 
and Friday. All begin with a capital letter. 

Pun - A play on words that exploits the many different meanings of words such as "A plaice in the sun" and 
"Eiffel in love with Paris". 

Reflexive Pronoun - A pronoun used to refer the action back to the subject, usually with emphasis and they all 
end in self. Eg myself, yourself and themselves. 

Result (Labov's Narrative Structure) - The result of the story - "He's broken both his legs and was in hospital for 5 
weeks". 

Rhetorical Question - A statement that is produced as a question but is supposed to be unanswered. Used in 
speeches and articles to engage the reader or audience and also to provoke a response. 

Self-Repair - Correcting oneself - sometimes an utterance could be described as self-repair or false start. 

Semantic Field - When a text has a topic or subject that a group of words relate to, for example if a passage of 
writing included the words "heart", "flower","music", "passion" the semantic field would most likely be 
considered 'love'. 

Simile - Comparing one thing to another using 'like' or 'as'. Eg The cat is as fat as a pig and The house is like a 
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 Semantic Field - When a text has a topic or subject that a group of words relate to, for example if a passage of 
writing included the words "heart", "flower","music", "passion" the semantic field would most likely be 
considered 'love'. 

Simile - Comparing one thing to another using 'like' or 'as'. Eg The cat is as fat as a pig and The house is like a 
warzone. 

Simple Sentence (Sentence Type) - Simple sentences consist of one main clause, 
subject,verb,(object/adverbial) and make sense by itself. Eg I listen, She peeled a grape, I heard a rumour, 
Don't believe the newspapers, The cake was eaten and They live over there. Simple sentences simplify by 
offering easy to grasp statements and give clear instructions. Can be dramatic to give a punchy effect, clarifies 
or summaries earlier, more complex points and can express irony or disgust. etc. 

Slang - Informal spoken language which is usually group-specific. Examples include 'baccy' meaning tobacco 
and 'ace' meaning something is awesome. 

Sociolect - How a social group or a social class pronounces phrases and words. It is also the specific language 
they use for example, teenagers say words like "whatevs", "attrosh" and "bestie". 

Split Infinitive - Positioning an adverb or an adverbial phrase into or between the preposition such as 'to' and the 
verb in an infinite verb form. For example, "She used to secretly admire him" and "You have to really watch 
him". 

Stative Verb - Describe a state of being such as thinking and feeling emotions. 

Subject - The main focus of a sentence which can be a noun. 

Subject Position - The view from which events are witnessed. 

Subordinate Clause - A clause, typically introduced by a conjunction, that forms part of and is dependent on a 
main clause to complete the full meaning of a sentence. For example, "She answered the phone when it 
rang". 

Subordinating Conjunction - A conjunction which connects a subordinate clause to a main clause. Examples 
include: as, because, in order that, since, so that, although, even though, just as, though and whereas. 

Suffix - A morpheme added at the end of a word to form a derivative such as -ation, -fy, -ing, -itis. 

Superlative - Adjectives that are of the highest degree of comparison and usually end in -est or start with -most. 
Eg worst, most beautiful and greatest. 

Suspended Sentence - A sentence which uses a complex style with several complex clauses and the meaning 
normally comes at the end of the sentence. 

Syndetic Listing - A list that is connected by a coordinating conjunction like and, or. Eg the cat is fat and ugly 
and a burden to me. 

Syntactic Parallelism - The repetition of sentence structure which is common in speeches such as Martin 
Luther King's "I have a Dream" speech. 

Synthetic Personalisation - A technique used to address the reader of an article or used by a speaker to address 
their audience via inclusive language use such as personal pronouns like you, we, our and us. 

Taboo Language - Low-register language which is inappropriate in many social settings which include swear 
words or expletives. 

Tense - Correlates to when an event took place or when an event will happen. The tenses are: past, present 
and future. 

Past tense: "Last year I visited my aunt in London", Present: "I'm visiting my friend" and Future: "I will fly to 
Australia to visit my girlfriend". 

Term of Address - The way people refer to each other. Formal terms of address are usually titles eg 
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A Level Language and Literature 

Advice for structuring an analytical essay: 

A route through analysis. 

All of these examples are adaptable to the other modes and forms you will study in this course; 
however, you must ensure that you are exploring as many form-specific features as possible. 

Example 1: Paper 1: Telling Stories - Poetic Voices 

Introduction 

An introduction should always be a summary of the argument / overall idea that you will explore 
through your essay. As with Language and Literature, the main focus is on stylistics, it would also be 
prudent in your introduction to mention a particular linguistic framework that you intend to explore. 

E.g. Heaney uses the bog as a metaphor to explore how the human capacity for brutality and 
savagery is eternal, regardless of religious or social context. 

 

Stylistic Analysis of Poetry 

Remember – you could effectively write a paragraph on each or any of these. But remember, the 
form is poetry – you must show enough appreciation of poetic devices to achieve a high grade. This 
is why the fourth section is specifically focussed on the form of poetry. Think about the devices 
specifically related to the form you are studying (conversation – adjacency pairs, ellipsis, turn-taking 
etc.; drama – soliloquies, stage directions, scene endings/beginnings etc.) 

 

1. Lexis and semantics: 

Could you explore any of the following? 

Colour adjectives 

Nouns 

Verbs 

Adjectives 

Adverbs 

Pronouns 

Determiners 

Conjunctions 

Prepositions 

Euphemism 

Dysphemism 
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Metaphor 

Semantic Field 

Similes 

Personification 

 

2. Grammar 

Could you explore the following? 

Syntax 

Suffixes  

Prefixes 

Noun phrase 

Verb phrase 

Modifiers (pre/post) 

Auxiliary verbs 

Modal verbs 

Co-ordination 

Sub-ordination 

Adverbial clause 

Active voice 

Passive voice 

 

3. Phonology 

Could you explore the following? 

Prosodics – intonation, volume, speed, stress etc. 

Plosive 

Fricative 

Nasal 

Lateral 

Approximant 

Dipthong 

Consonance 
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Assonance 

Sibilance 

Lexical Onomatopoeia 

Non-lexical onomatopoeia 

 

4. Poetry 

Could you explore the following? 

Poetic voice – persona, identity, attitudes etc. 

Speaker 

Metonymy 

Isolated Lines 

Lexical ambiguity 

Accent 

Dialect 

Convergence 

Divergence 

Schwa 

Euphony 

Cacophony 

Syllable 

Stressed Syllable 

Polysyllabic / Monosyllabic 

Paradox 

Hyperbole 

Wordplay 

Lexical intensity 

Sensory language 

Pathetic fallacy 

Temporal and spatial deixis 

Stanza 

Poetic structures: 
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Couplet 

Tercet 

Quatrain 

Quintain 

Sestet 

Enjambment 

Caesura 

Poetic metre: 

Dimeter 

Trimeter 

Tetrameter 

Pentameter 

Poetic rhythm 

Iambic 

Trochaic 

Anapaestic 

Dactylic 

Spondaic 

Poetic form: 

Sonnet 

Ballad 

Ode 

Elegy 

Narrative 
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NEA (Non-Examined Assessment) 

Worth 20% of final mark 

This part of the subject content focuses on language use in different types of text. It is called 'Making 
Connections' because it requires students to make active connections between a literary text and 
some non-literary material. The connections must be based either on a chosen theme or on the idea 
that particular linguistic strategies and features may occur in the different types of material. This 
area of the course provides an individualised experience for students, enabling them to demonstrate 
their ability to initiate and sustain independent enquiry. 

Texts prescribed for study for the examined units may not be chosen, but further texts by the same 
authors or from a similar source are acceptable. 

The nature of the non-literary material to be collected depends entirely on the focus of the task. A 
wide range of everyday texts and discourses in different genres and modes is possible. The non-
literary material needs to qualify on the basis of forming a good source of data for students to use in 
their investigations. 

Methods of language analysis 

In working on this part of the subject content, students will learn about methods of language 
analysis. They will be required to adopt a close language focus, identifying salient features of 
language used in the respective texts. 

The following list is a guide to the areas of language analysis students are expected to be familiar 
with: 

• phonetics, phonology and prosodics 
• lexis and semantics 
• grammar, including morphology 
• pragmatics 
• discourse. 
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Structuring your NEA………………….. 
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NEA Scheme of Assessment. Total Mark: 50 

Word Limit: 2500-3000 
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NEA Example (Band 5) 
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