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Dear Parent(s) and Guardian(s),

I hope this letter finds you well. As we settle into another exciting school year, I want to take a
moment to highlight the vital role that reading plays in your child’s education and overall
development.

Reading is not just a fundamental skill; it is a gateway to knowledge, creativity, and critical thinking.
As your children navigate through school, their reading habits can significantly impact their academic
success and personal growth. Here are a few reasons why encouraging your child to read is so
important:

Enhanced Literacy Skills

Critical Thinking Development

Expanded Knowledge, Perspectives and Empathy
Creativity and Imagination

Lifelong Learning Habits

Social Connection

Reducing Stress Levels

How You Can Support Your Child:

e Create a reading environment: encourage a space at home dedicated to reading — students
are able to access a wide variety of books and texts from the school library or from specific
subject areas.

e Model reading behaviour: let your children see you reading. Share what you enjoy about
books and discuss your reading experiences.

e Visit libraries or bookshops.

e Set aside time for reading: designate specific times during the week for family reading. This
not only supports your child’s reading habits but also makes it a shared experience.

Reading Opportunities at School:

e« We have a fully-stocked library and a wonderful librarian Ms. Thomas who is able to
recommend books for students.

e Year 7 and 8 students have a fortnightly reading lesson in the library and Year 9 students
have a reading lesson as part of their English curriculum.

e All Key Stage 3 students are also set a fortnightly reading home learning, which culminates in
a quiz on Accelerated Reader.

e All students (and staff) are invited to Book Club, on a Week 2 Tuesday at 12.25 in English 2.

e Each department is able to recommend subject-specific literature to students.

There will be further reading opportunities, events and challenges throughout the year so please
encourage your children to get involved with these.
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All Key Stage 3 students also take the STAR reading test four times a year and I will be in contact
with parent about these once the first assessment window has closed.

We are committed to fostering a love for reading at school and will continue to provide opportunities
for students to engage with a wide range of literature. Together, we can inspire our children to
become confident, curious, and compassionate readers.

Thank you for your ongoing support in your child's reading journey. If you have any questions or
suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

N0

Mr S Chater
Assistant Headteacher
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