
Transition to Secondary 
School

Thursday 2nd October



Edmund Rice 
and the Eight Essentials

Mrs C Slattery



• Blessed Edmund Ignatius 
Rice was a Roman 
Catholic  missionary and 
educationalist

• The founder of the 
Congregations of Christian 
Brothers

Blessed Edmund Rice
Founder of the Christian Brothers



Year 7 Practicalities
Mrs S Shorey



• Lockers, bags, lost property
• Parentmail/ ParentPay
•Website – for key information

• Key dates:
• Mass of Welcome – Tues 7th October 2025
• Alton Castle – Monday 13th/Tuesday 14th October 

2025
• Carol Service – Weds 17th December 2025

Practicalities



• Check regularly
• Manage time for home 

learning/ independent learning
• Comments from staff
• Record of absence
• Key information about schools 

rules, learning and revision

Planners





Y7 Tutor Programme – Autumn term



Extra – Curricular Activities

Creative

¨ Orchestra

¨ Choir

¨ Drama 

¨ Art Club

¨ Crochet

Virtues

¨ Nurture garden

¨ Sustainability Club

¨ House /Form Mass

¨ Retreats

Leadership

¨ House reps

¨ Chaplaincy 
representatives

¨ Library ambassadors

¨ Sports leadership

¨ Leading in lessons

¨ Organisation of events

¨ Form fundraising

Health

¨ School sports teams

¨ External sports teams

¨ Jujitsu club

¨ Social sports

¨ House events



• All students are expected to play for the 
school team if selected

• Fixtures may be after school or a Saturday 
morning

Sports Teams



• Alton Castle ☺

• Bikeability

• Warwick Castle

• Alton Castle (3 days)

• Space Centre

Year 7 Trips



Rewards and Sanctions
Mr C Banner



• Achievement Points
• House Points
• Certificates
• Form Prize
• Individual Prizes

Rewards





• Verbal warning/Note in planner
• Next Day Detention
• Graduated start to the year
• NDD from 7th October

• Friday Night Detention
• Lesson Removal
• Isolation

Sanctions



Attendance and 
Safeguarding

Designated Safeguarding Lead Mrs C Machin 
Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead Mrs C Cirino, 

Mrs C Slattery, Mrs A Pearson



Attendance Procedures
• Telephone on first day of absence, and every day there after 

• Written reason in planner

• Please book medical appointments around the school day where 
possible

• Students whose attendance falls below 96 % will be closely monitored 

• Attendance reviews, letters of concern, support and intervention

• If absence persists and deteriorates to below 90%, further 
intervention and a referral to the EWO will take place



• Holidays are not permitted during term time 
• Parents must only request leave of absence in exceptional 

circumstances. Leave of absence forms are available on the 
website and must be submitted for the attention of Mrs
Slattery 4 weeks in advance for consideration

• Under national rules (August 2024), all schools are required to 
consider a fine when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 
days) for unauthorised reasons

• The school is under no obligation to accept reasons given for 
absence should there be any doubt of its validity

Attendance Procedures



• Students must be in registration at 8:40am

• Morning Registration/Assembly starts at 8.40am

• Students arriving after 8.40am will be marked as late

• Please inform the school if your child is going to be late

• Students who are late to school 3 times will be given a next day 
detention

• 3 next day detentions for lateness = Friday night detention

• Punctuality reviews with students frequently take place by pastoral 
staff

• Persistent issues with poor punctuality (arriving after the register 
closes) will be referred to the EWO

Punctuality Procedures



• NSPCC, Childnet, Internet Matters & CEOP offer advice on keeping your 
child safe online

• As soon as your child shows an interest in engaging with technology, it’s 
time to begin sharing simple online safety strategies with them (Will 
Gardener CEO of Childnet)

Online safety

Students will find 
these on the St 
Joseph’s College 
website

Tik Tok, Snapchat, Instagram, 
Whatsapp, are just a few of the 
wide range of social media 
platforms available. Please 
note that children should not 
be accessing these apps under 
the age of 13 years old. 



Mental health and wellbeing 
support
•Counselling 
• Education and Mental Health Support 

Practitioner (EMHSP)
•Wellbeing workshops
• Emotional Literacy Support (ELSA)
• School nurse 
•Mental Health Ambassadors



Learning Support/SEND
Mrs A Pearson



• SENDCO: Mrs Pearson

• Learning Support Practitioners (LSPs):
 Miss Barnett
 Miss Keever
 Mrs Penson
 Mr Grund
          Mrs Holdcroft
                              

The Department



Graduated Response

Universal support- for all including those with mild or 
emerging needs.

Additional support

School Support

Education Health Care Plan



• Year 7 STAR reading assessment
• Primary school transfer information
• Feedback from teachers
• Further targeted assessments might include:

• Reading accuracy, speed, comprehension
• Spelling
• Processing speed
• Receptive language acquisition
• Handwriting

• Privately commissioned assessments

Identification



• If you have concerns about your child’s progress 
and you think they might have a special educational 
need, or they have a disability affecting their ability 
to manage in school, contact the SENCO



• SEN Information Report- on school website

• Stoke Local Offer

Further information



Assessment & satchel:one

Mr. Banner



Revision – Key techniques!





• Retrieval practice is a learning technique where students try 
to recall information from memory, like answering questions 
or taking quizzes, rather than just reviewing notes or 
reading
• This method helps strengthen memory and improves long-

term learning because it encourages active recall of the 
material

What is retrieval practice?



How parents can help with retrieval 
practice
1. Ask questions: Parents can quiz their children on what 

they learned in school that day or ask them to explain key 
concepts

2. Use flashcards: Encourage your children to make 
flashcards with questions on one side and answers on the 
other. Parents can help by reviewing the cards with them

3. Create mini-tests: Parents can make short quizzes or 
practice questions to help their children test their 
knowledge

4. Encourage self-quizzing: Teach children to regularly quiz 
themselves without looking at their notes, which 
reinforces learning

5. Practice spaced repetition: Review material at different 
intervals, like after a day, a week, and a month, to help 
retain knowledge over time



Report Layout
Name: A. Student           Form: 7ER

Subject Assessment (%)
Year 7 

Average (%) Progress 
Attitude to 

Learning

Art 74 61 Excellent 1 

Design 
Technology

82 80 Good 2

English 57 63 Limited 3

Geography 71 57 Some 2

(Plus, in July, a holistic comment from the form tutor and HoY 
about wider contribution and development)



Attitude to Learning criteria
1 - Above SJC expectation
2 - At SJC expectation
3 - Below SJC expectation



• Mon. 12th January 2026 – Year 7 assessment week begins 

• Thurs. 12th February 2026 – Year 7 data only reports issued
     and Year 7 Parents’ Evening

• Mon. 1st June 2026 – Year 7 exams begin 

• Thurs. 16th July 2025 –  Year 7 full report sent home

Year 7 Key Dates



Reading at secondary 
school

Learning to read, reading to learn

Mrs C Slattery





A child who continues to 
read past primary school 
has a reading age on 
average 3.3 years ahead of 
peers who don’t

Children who enjoy reading 
are 3 times more likely to 
have good mental 
wellbeing than children 
who don’t



Alex Quigley: ‘Vocabulary is the Golden Thread of the 
curriculum’.

The way to remember vocabulary in the long term is 
to make as many connections as possible.



Benefits of reading 
for pleasure





Reading makes 
you happier

• You can reduce stress levels by reading for just 6 minutes!

• Reading puts your brain into a state similar to meditation, and it 
brings the same health benefits of deep relaxation and inner calm

• Readers are 21% less likely to experience depression than those who 
don’t read



Reading improves your focus, memory 
and makes your more likely to achieve 
success!

• All these skills will 
come in so handy 
when revising.
• Reading really is an 

investment in your 
future. 



Accelerated Reader & STAR tests

• STAR tests each term

• Fortnightly reading home learning set in English

• Incentives for reading

• ePlatform



Reading tips for parents 
(DfE)

• Make the most of events in school, e.g. ePlatform, Scholastic 
book fair (November)

• Don’t force your child to read something that doesn’t interest 
them (even if you’re worried about how much they’re reading

• Ask about conversations your child is having with the school 
librarian and teachers – each subject is likely to have suggested 
wider reading



Thank you
Any Questions?


