
Wider Reading in Geography (KS4) 

 

Reading can benefit you in so many different ways. It helps you to escape into different worlds and 
feeds your imagination. This alone can help you relax and escape from the stresses of the day. 
Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only perform better in 
reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general 
knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures. Geography is such a broad and fascinating 
subject that the department have found it really hard to pick just 10 books to recommend to you to 
read over the course of your Key Stage 4 journey! 

 

 

Can we protect people from natural disasters (Earth Debates) – 
Catherine Chambers  

What turns a flood event into a flood disaster? What can be done to protect crops 
from pests and fire? How do scientists detect likely tornado formation inside a 
thunderstorm? This book discusses natural disasters such as tornadoes, 
hurricanes, volcanoes, floods and droughts and looks into how scientists use their 
technology to try and protect people from them, such as seismology to detect 
earthquakes and sensors on buoys at sea to detect water pressure changes in the 

lookout for tsunamis, and whether these measures that are taken are effective or proactive enough. 

 

 

My name is Leon – Kit De Waal  

It's 1981, a year of riots and royal weddings. The Dukes of Hazzard is on TV. 
Curly Wurlys are in the shops. And trying to find a place in it all is nine-year-old 
Leon. He and his little brother Jake have gone to live with Maureen. They've lost 
one home, but have they found another? 
 
Maureen feeds and looks after them. She has wild red hair and mutters 
swearwords under her breath when she thinks they can't hear. She claims 
everything will be okay. But will they ever see their mother again? Who are the 
couple who secretly visit Jake? Between the street violence and the street 
parties, Leon must find a way to reunite his family .  

 

 

 

 



No one is too small to make a difference – Greta Thunberg 

‘ Everything needs to change. And it has to start today' 
In August 2018 a fifteen-year-old Swedish girl, Greta Thunberg, decided not to go to 
school one day. Her actions ended up sparking a global movement for action against 
the climate crisis, inspiring millions of pupils to go on strike for our planet, forcing 
governments to listen, and earning her a Nobel Peace Prize nomination. 
This book brings you Greta in her own words, for the first time. Collecting her 
speeches that have made history across Europe, from the UN to mass street 
protests, No One Is Too Small to Make A Difference is a rallying cry for why we 
must all wake up and fight to protect the living planet, no matter how powerless we 
feel. Our future depends upon it 

 

 

There is no Planet B – Mike Berners-Lee 

Feeding the world, climate change, biodiversity, antibiotics, plastics - the list of 
concerns seems endless. But what is most pressing, what are the knock-on effects of 
our actions, and what should we do first? Do we all need to become vegetarian? How 
can we fly in a low-carbon world? Should we frack? How can we take control of 
technology? Does it all come down to population? And, given the global nature of the 
challenges we now face, what on Earth can any of us do? Fortunately, Mike Berners-
Lee has crunched the numbers and plotted a course of action that is practical and 
even enjoyable. There is No Planet B maps it out in an accessible and entertaining way, 
filled with astonishing facts and analysis. For the first time you'll find big-picture 
perspective on the environmental and economic challenges of the day laid out in one 

place, and traced through to the underlying roots - questions of how we live and think. This book will shock you, 
surprise you - and then make you laugh. And you'll find practical and even inspiring ideas for what you can 
actually do to help humanity thrive on this – our only – planet. 

 

 

When the rivers run dry – Fred Pearce  

We cannot live without water. But with 7.5 billion people competing for this single 
unevenly-distributed resource, the planet is drying up. In When the Rivers Run Dry, 
Fred Pearce explores the growing world water crisis, from Kent to Kenya. His 
powerful reportage takes us to places where waterways are turning to sand before 
they reach the ocean; where fields are parched and crops no longer grow; where once 
fertile ground has turned to desert; where wars are fought over access to water and 
cultures are dying out. But he offers us hope for the future - if we can radically 
revolutionise the way we treat water, and take personal responsibility for the water 
we use. This landmark work, from a respected and accomplished scientist, will 
transform the way we view the water in our reservoirs and rivers, and change the way 

we treat the water in our taps. 

 

 



Brazil – Michael Palin 

Brazil is one of the four new global super powers with its vast natural resources and 
burgeoning industries. Half a continent in size and a potent mix of races, religions and 
cultures, of unexplored wildernesses and bustling modern cities, it is also one of the 
few countries Michael Palin has never fully travelled. His timely book and series take a 
closer look at a remarkable new force on the world scene. 
From the Venezuelan border and the forests of the Lost World, where he encounters 
the Yanomami tribe and their ongoing territorial war with the gold miners, Michael 
Palin explores this vast and disparate nation in his inimitable way. He journeys into the 
heart of the Amazon rainforest. He travels down the north-east coast to meet the 
descendants of African slaves with their vibrant culture of rituals, festivals and music. 

He visits the shanty towns of Rio and the beaches of Copacabana and Ipanema. He goes to Sao Paolo, where the 
rich commute by helicopter. He travels south to meet German and Japanese communities, meets supermodels in 
the making and wealthy gauchos in the Pantanal before ending his journey at the spectacular Iguaçu Falls.  

 

 

Where the world ends – Geraldine McCaughrean 

Every summer Quill and his friends are put ashore on a remote sea stac to hunt birds. 
But this summer, no one arrives to take them home. 
 
Surely nothing but the end of the world can explain why they've been abandoned - 
cold, starving and clinging to life, in the grip of a murderous ocean. How will they 
survive? 

 

 

A boy and his dog and the end of the world – C.A.Fletcher 

My name's Griz. I've never been to school, I've never had friends, in my whole life 
I've not met enough people to play a game of football. My parents told me how 
crowded the world used to be, before all the people went away, but we were never 
lonely on our remote island. We had each other, and our dogs. 

Then the thief came.He told stories of the deserted towns and cities beyond our 
horizons. I liked him - until I woke to find he had stolen my dog. So I chased him out 
into the ruins of the world .I just want to get my dog back, but I found more than I 
ever imagined was possible. More about how the world ended. More about what my 
family's real story is. More about what really matters. 



I am Malala – Malala Yousafzai 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl fought for her right to an 
education. On Tuesday, 9 October 2012, she almost paid the ultimate price when she 
was shot in the head at point-blank range. Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey 
has taken her from a remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United 
Nations. She has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and is the youngest ever 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one 
person's voice to inspire change in the world.  

 

 

 

Africa is NOT a country: Breaking stereotypes of modern Africa– Dipo 
Faloyin 

You already know these stereotypes. So often Africa is depicted simplistically as an arid 
red landscape of famines and safaris, uniquely plagued by poverty and strife. 
 In this funny and insightful book, Dipo Faloyin offers a much-needed corrective. He 
examines each country's colonial heritage, and explores a wide range of subjects, from 
chronicling urban life in Lagos and the lively West African rivalry over who makes the 
best Jollof rice, to the story of democracy in seven dictatorships and the dangers of 
stereotypes in popular culture. By turns intimate and political, Africa Is Not A 
Country brings the story of the continent towards reality, celebrating the energy and 

fabric of its different cultures and communities in a way that has never been done before. 


