
Wider Reading in Geography (KS5) 

 

Reading can benefit you in so many different ways. It helps you to escape into different worlds and 
feeds your imagination. This alone can help you relax and escape from the stresses of the day. 
Evidence suggests that young people who read for enjoyment every day not only perform better in 
exams than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and 
a better understanding of other cultures. Geography is such a broad and fascinating subject that the 
department have found it really hard to pick just 10 books to recommend to you to read over the 
course of your Key Stage 5 journey! 

 

 

The Future of Geography – Tim Marshall 

Tim Marshall has written several fantastic geographical books – all of which 
are worth a read! 

The bestselling author of Prisoners of Geography and The Power of Geography turns his 
attention to the geopolitical space race, analysing the cosmic strides Russia, China and the 
United States have made and what it means for the rest of us down here on Earth. 

 

 

The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini 

1970s Afghanistan: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local kite-fighting 
tournament and his loyal friend Hassan promises to help him. But neither of the boys can 
foresee what would happen to Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to shatter their 
lives. After the Russians invade and the family is forced to flee to America, Amir realises 
that one day he must return to an Afghanistan under Taliban rule to find the one thing 
that his new world cannot grant him: redemption. 

 

 

Brick Lane – Monica Ali 

Still in her teenage years, Nazneen finds herself in an arranged marriage with a 
disappointed older man. Away from her Bangladeshi village, home is now a cramped flat in 
a high-rise block in London's East End. Nazneen knows not a word of English, and is forced 
to depend on her husband. Confined in her tiny flat, Nazneen sews furiously for a living, 
shut away with her buttons and linings - until the radical Karim steps unexpectedly into 
her life. On a background of racial conflict and tension, they embark on a love affair that 
forces Nazneen finally to take control of her fate.  



 

The Almighty Dollar – Dharshini David 

Have you ever wondered why we can afford to buy far more clothes than our grandparents 
ever could...?  But may be less likely to own a home in which to keep them all? Why your petrol 
bill can double in a matter of months, but it never falls as fast? Behind all of this lies 
economics. It's not always easy to grasp the complex forces that are shaping our lives. But by 
following a dollar on its journey around the globe, we can start to piece it all together. The 
dollar is the lifeblood of globalisation. Greenbacks, singles, bucks or dead presidents: call 

them what you will, they are keeping the global economy going. Half of the notes in circulation are actually 
outside of the USA - and many of the world's dollars are owned by China. But what is really happening as our 
cash moves around the world every day, and how does it affect our lives? By following $1 from a shopping trip in 
suburban Texas, via China's central bank, Nigerian railroads, the oilfields of Iraq and beyond, The Almighty 
Dollar reveals the economic truths behind what we see on the news every day. Why is China the world's biggest 
manufacturer - and the USA its biggest customer? Is free trade really a good thing? Why would a nation build 
a bridge on the other side of the planet? In this illuminating read, economist Dharshini David lays bare these 
complex relationships to get to the heart of how our new globalised world works, showing who really holds the 
power, and what that means for us all. 

Journey to the River Sea – Eva Ibbotson 

Orphan Maia is on a mission to meet her long-lost relatives a thousand miles up the 
Amazon. But instead of the warm family she has waited for, she is met by two mean cousins 
who can't stand the outdoors. The wonders of the rainforest lure Maia outside, where she 
meets a lone boy on the wild river shore. And a whole new adventure begins. 

 

 

 

A Short History of Nearly Everything - Bill Bryson  

Bill Bryson describes himself as a reluctant traveller, but even when he stays safely at 
home he can't contain his curiosity about the world around him. "A Short History of Nearly 
Everything" is his quest to understand everything that has happened from the Big Bang to 
the rise of civilisation - how we got from there, being nothing at all, to here, being us. The 
ultimate eye-opening journey through time and space, revealing the world in a way most of 
us have never seen it before. 

 

Blood River – Tim Butcher 

Ever since Stanley first charted its mighty river in the 1870s, the Congo has epitomised 
the dark and turbulent history of a failed continent - from colonial cruelty under the 
Belgians to the kleptocratic chaos of Mobutu Sese Seko and the post-apocalyptic riot of 
robber-baron politicians. This work tells the story of the Congo. 

 

 



How Bad Are Bananas?: The Carbon Footprint of Everything – M. 
Berners-Lee 

How Bad Are Bananas? was a ground-breaking book when first published in 2009, when 
most of us were hearing the phrase 'carbon footprint' for the first time. Mike 
Berners-Lee set out to inform us what was important (aviation, heating, swimming pools) 
and what made very little difference (bananas, naturally packaged, are good!). This new 
edition updates all the figures (from data centres to hosting a World Cup) and 
introduces many areas that have become a regular part of modern life - Twitter, the 
Cloud, Bitcoin, electric bikes and cars, even space tourism. Berners-Lee runs a 
considered eye over each area and gives us the figures to manage and reduce our own 

carbon footprint, as well as to lobby our companies, businesses and government. His findings, presented in clear 
and even entertaining prose, are often surprising. And they are essential if we are to address climate change. 

 

The 32 Stops: The Central Line – Danny Dorling 

Geographer Danny Dorling tells the stories of the people who live along the 32 stops of 
the Central Line to illustrate the extent and impact of inequality in Britain today - part 
of a series of twelve books tied to the twelve lines of the London Underground. Like the 
trace of a heartbeat on a cardiac monitor, the Central Line slowly falls south through 
west London, rises gently through the centre and then flicks up north through the east 
end of the capital. At the start of the journey life expectancy falls by two months a 
minute. Between the first four stations every second spent moving on the train is 
exactly a day off their lives in terms of how long people living beside the tracks can 
expect to live. 

Danny Dorling has written several other excellent social geography books that would 
also be very interesting reads. 

 

Brighton Rock – Graham Greene 

A gang war is raging through the dark underworld of Brighton. Seventeen-year-old Pinkie, 
malign and ruthless, has killed a man. Believing he can escape retribution, he is unprepared 
for the courageous, life-embracing Ida Arnold. Greene's gripping thriller exposes a world 
of loneliness and fear, of life lived on the 'dangerous edge of things.' In this gripping, 
terrifying, and unputdownable read, discover Greene's iconic tale of the razor-wielding 
Pinkie. 


