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Prayer



TO PROVIDE
• Points to consider as our year 9 students 

make decisions on their future
• An outline of the information, advice and 

guidance available to our students and you 
as parents / guardians

• An overview of the Year 9 options process
• Key timelines
• Frequently Asked Questions
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FUTURE ME

Future Me booklets 
• Students have been looking at 

reasons for taking subjects / 
subjects that are available.

•  They have been made aware that 
they need to consider alternatives 
in case you can’t choose your 1st 
and 2nd choice. 



LOOK AHEAD

• Think about the job they might like to 
do, or the kind of work environment 
they eventually want to be in, as this 
could inform their option choices. 

• If they have no idea what kind of job 
they’d like to do, they must not worry! 
They won't be boxed in if they take a 
mix of subjects across a range of 
disciplines and keep their options open.
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GIVE THE PROCESS ENOUGH TIME

• This isn’t a decision to rush so, if they 
are feeling unsure, we have encouraged 
them to talk to teachers, older 
students, family contacts

• They must research subjects and the 
potential jobs they lead to online, so 
they feel prepared ahead of making 
their choices.
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DO WHAT’S BEST FOR THEM

• It can be too easy to just take a 
subject because their friends are 
taking the same one or because they 
like the teacher. 

• Follow their talents and instincts to do 
what interests them.
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Apprenticeships
(higher / degree)

T Levels

Technical and 
Vocational Training 

A levels
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• Form tutors / Head of Year / Subject teachers
• SENDCO
• Options Booklet
• Independent Careers Guidance

• Clive Shaw (available tonight and at Parents’ Evening)
• Careers Team

• Me, Mrs Cumbo, Mrs Tomkins in the library
• Every Thursday lunchtime if they have questions

• Careers opportunities such as
• Industry Day, Business Breakfasts, World of Work 

focus in PD lessons
• Unifrog

• a fabulous source of information which will be with 
them  throughout your time at SJC

TOOLS TO SUPPORT THE DECISION



Canadian universities

College/ Sixth Form

Oxbridge

Apprenticeships

European universities

Searching for
opportunities

US universities

UK universities

Exploring pathways

Activities

Interactions

Competencies

Recording what you’ve 
done

CV / Resumé

Personal Statement

Teacher References

Common App Essay

Drafting application 
materials

Post 16/18 Intentions

Applications list 

Making applications

Locker

Careers library

Know-how library

MOOC

Subjects library

THE UNIFROG TOOLS

Asian universities

Special Opportunities



CAREERS LIBRARY

• Over 1000 career profiles

• Presents information from a range 

of sources

• Includes qualifications and skills 

needed, interviews with industry 

professionals and labour market 

information

• Explores progression opportunities 

and what a working week really 

looks like#



UNIFROG – how it can help





UK UNIVERSITIES

• Students can enter subject of interest and 

projected grades to see all relevant 

university courses available in the UK

• Rank and filter opportunities by factors like 

hours of lectures, price of 

accommodation and graduate job rates

• Get direct links to university information 

pages, with impartial information on 

courses and institutions

• Save unlimited shortlists to refer back to 

later



Apprenticeships

• Students can find live apprenticeship 

vacancies

• Vacancies are updated daily

• Rank and filter opportunities by factors like 

distance from home, weekly wage and 

application deadlines

• Direct link to the ‘apply’ page

• Each apprenticeship vacancy includes 

practical information about the 

opportunity, employer and training

• Save unlimited shortlists to refer back to 

later



Education Updates 
and Options Process

Mr Christopherson 
Assistant Head teacher – 
Operations and logistics



Education Updates / Reminders
� Qualification update
� Qualifications assessed
� Progress and attainment 8 / EBACC



Qualifications -GCSE

� All GCSEs are linear and assessed at the 
end of year 11

� Resits are only available in English and 
Maths in the autumn term of Year 12

� The current specifications are more 
challenging, contain more content and 
assess more knowledge than the previous 
GCSEs



Qualifications - GCSE
� National grading 

system is 9-1 
(previously A*-G)

� Distinction* - Pass in 
Practical courses



EBacc:- English Baccalaureate
�The EBacc is a set of subjects at GCSE that 

keeps young people’s options open for 
further study and future careers including:

� English language and literature
� Maths
� Sciences and Computer science
� Geography or history
� A modern foreign language



Core compulsory subjects
� Religious Studies
� English Language
� English Literature
� Mathematics
� Science
� A Modern Foreign Language
� Geography or History



• Religious Studies    
• English Language
• English Literature    
• Mathematics
• Separate Science x3 GCSE or 
• Trilogy Science x2 GCSE
• A Modern Foreign Language
• Humanities: History / Geography
• Option 1
• Option 2

HOW MANY GCSES?
All students have the opportunity to study 10 GCSEs



NEXT STEPS – 
THE OPTIONS FORM
The following form needs to be completed 

with your child by 2nd MAY deadline
 



WHICH LANGUAGE?

� The language they are studying now.



SCIENCE



SCIENCE – SECTION A
• Separate Science x3 GCSE 
or
•  Trilogy Science x2 GCSE



COMPARISON
TRILOGY SEPARATE SCIENCE

Both taught by specialist teachers 
(one for each science)

3 lessons a fortnight 
of each science

5 lessons a fortnight 
of each science

Not one of your options 
(so you can choose a 

further two)
One of your options

TWO GCSES –
combined grades  calculated 
across the three sciences

THREE GCSES –
one GCSE grade 
for each science

Higher or Foundation tier (determined in Y11 by 
teacher)



HUMANITIES – SECTION B
• In Section B of the options form, there is the  

selection of the Humanities subject

• To ensure students have the opportunity to study 
the Ebacc qualification, they must choose 
between  History or Geography at this point

• IMPORTANT! They can still choose the other 
humanities subject in Section C as an option 



Option Subjects – Section C

Art and Design - Art 
Art and Design – Textiles
Computer Science
DT Product Design
DT Food and Nutrition
Drama

Geography
History
(if not taken in Section B)
Music 
Performing Arts (Music)
Physical Education 



Art and Design – Art 
Art and Design – Textiles
Computer Science
DT Product Design
DT Food and Nutrition
Drama

Geography (if not in Section B)
History (if not in Section B)
Music 
Performing Arts (Music)
Physical Education 

OPTION SUBJECTS – SECTION C





Example 1
� I love science. I would study only science 

and mathematics if I could. I study French 
this year and I’m good at Music

Jenny

1 Core English Language
2 Core English Literature
3 Core Maths
4 Core Religious Studies
5 MFL French (studied in Yr9)
6 Section A Separate Science Bi
7 Separate Science Ch
8 Separate Science Ph
9 Section B Geography
10 Section C Music



Jenny

✓

✓

✓



Example 2

� I am unsure of what I will do. I study Spanish 
this year. I want to keep my options open.

John

1 Core English Language
2 Core English Literature
3 Core Maths
4 Core Religious Studies
5 MFL Spanish (studied in Yr9)
6 Section A Separate Science Bi
7 Separate Science Ch
8 Separate Science Ph
9 Section B History
10 Section C Physical Education



John

✓

✓

✓



Example 3
� I don’t do well in exams. I am studying 

Spanish this year. I am a more practical 
person. I do well in practical assessment.

Janice

1 Core English Language
2 Core English Literature
3 Core Maths
4 Core Religious Studies
5 MFL Spanish (studied in Yr9)
6 Section A Trilogy science
7 Trilogy science
8 Section B History
9 Section C Art
10 Section C DT – Food and Nutrition



Janice
✓

✓

✓
✓



REMINDER
The Decision Making Process

Own research / 
Industry Day / 

Careers guidance

Library
(Thursday lunchtimes)

Subject 
Teachers

Parents’ Evening
(25th April)

Assembly and 
Parents Information 
Evening (tonight)

Options 
Booklet

SENDCO Y12 Students



• Thursday 21st March – Options Evening 
(Questions?)

• Thursday 25th April - Parents’ Evening (in 
person)

• Thursday 2nd May- Option Forms Deadline to 
main office or email return – 
Options@stjosephsmail.com 

• Monday 3rd June – N10 and new GCSEs 
begin 

WHAT NEXT?

mailto:Options@stjosephsmail.com


• Begin all GCSEs
• New Tutor Groups
• New Head of Year 
• KS4 Tie 
• KS4 Assembly
• Games - Wednesday afternoon

N10 – 3rd June 2024



THEY NEED TO FOCUS ON 
LEARNING

• Every minute of every lesson must count
• We expect every student to achieve better than 
they would in any other school

• GCSE study starts with N10 from day 1
• Students should be memorising key information 
(key words, quotes, dates, formulas etc. at home)



* Do students have to do a language?
* Do students have to start with 10 subjects?
* Can students do an A Level in a subject if 

they haven’t done it at GCSE?
* Can students change their mind?
* Will students get their first choice?

If you have any further questions then please 
feel free to contact the school and we will try 
our best to answer them

Frequently Asked Questions


